Italian 613 Italian Cinema
The Political Screen:

Social and Political Italian Cinema from the Post-War Years to the Present
Professor: 





Office hours: 

Hagerty





or by appointment

Telephone: 

E-mail:






Date/Time final exam:
Course Description

Welcome to Italian 613! The instructional approach taken in this course and in all of the intermediate and advanced Italian courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking) while learning about a particular topic. The topic of this course is an analysis of the poetics of politically engaged cinema in Italy. New vocabulary will be derived from the texts and the topics that you will discuss and grammar will be reviewed as necessary.

From the socially-oriented cinema of neo-realism to the politically charged works of directors such as Rosi, Petri and Bellocchio in the 70s and 80s, the students will have a chance to gain a deeper knowledge of Italian contemporary history and to approach a problematic genre such as the political movie by means of critical and theoretical instruments. During the course we will approach topics such as the debate on realism in post-war Italy, the Italians’ relationship with their political institutions, the question of genre and its value as an hermeneutic category and the problematic relationship between history and fiction established by political movies. Movies (in Italian with Italian subtitles) will be shown in class along with clips and original documentary material.

Course Goals

By the end of the course the students should have acquired a theoretical knowledge pertaining to the questions of realism and cinematic genres. The students should have also gained a deep understanding of the contemporary Italian political context, from the phase of post-war reconstruction, through the economic boom of the 60s and the years of terrorism in the 70s, to the so called birth of the second republic. The students will also become familiar with some of the main cinematic theories in order to discuss and analyze the films presented in class.

Language of instruction: Italian

Texts:

(all texts are on closed reserve at the Main Library)

Duggan, Christopher. A Concise History of Italy (selections).

Ginsborg, Paul. Storia d’Italia dal dopoguerra a oggi (selections).

Bazin, Andre. What is Cinema? (selections).

Mast, Gerald, Cohen, Marshall. Film Theory and Criticism (selections).

Bondanella, Peter. Italian Cinema from Neorealism to the Present (selections).

Todorv, Tzvetan. Fictions and Truths (selections).

Movies screened:

Visconti, Luchino. La terra trema.

De Santis, Giuseppe. Riso Amaro.

Petri, Elio. Indagine su un cittadino al di sopra di ogni sospetto.
Rosi, Francesco. Cadaveri Eccellenti.
Ferrara, Giuseppe. Il caso Moro.

Amelio, Gianni. L’america.

Grade Distribution (undergraduate):

	Class participation

Oral presentation

Midterm exam
Final exam
Class summary
	15%

20%

25%

20%

20%


Grade Distribution (graduate):

	Class participation

Class discussion leader

Midterm exam
Final exam
Final paper
	10%

20%

25%

20%

25%


Grading Scale:

  

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	 


Class participation: Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, prepare carefully for class and be ready to participate by completing all assignments in advance.

Oral presentations (undergraduates): During the course you will give a 10-15 minute oral presentation in groups of three on a topic selected in consultation with the instructor. Your group will meet with the professor during the preparation process to discuss the key issues to highlight in your presentation. You must also include visuals and/or realia and all participants must speak. The presentation will be graded using the rubric for oral presentations attached to this syllabus. 

Class discussion leader (graduate students): During the course you will lead the discussion in one class period. You will meet with the professor during the preparation process to discuss the key issues to highlight in the discussion. You must also include visuals and/or realia. The presentation will be graded using the rubric for oral presentations attached to this syllabus. 

Exams: A midterm and a final will be given in this course. Do not miss the midterm. You will only be allowed a make-up if you contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed midterm without prior notification will count as a zero. Please note the date and time of the final exam. The date and time of your final exam are determined by the university and cannot be changed. You should have no conflicts with exams in other courses. A missed final without prior notification will count as a zero.

Final paper (undergraduates): You will write a 5-page summary of a topic discussed in class. You may consult your texts, your class notes, and you may meet with the instructor to review the information on your chosen topic. All summaries will be double-spaced, 12 pt font, 1” margins. The summary is due the last day of class. Italian majors may choose to include this summary in their Portfolio. This summary will be graded using the rubric for written work attached to this syllabus.
Final paper (graduate students): You will write a 8-10-page paper on a topic selected in consultation with the instructor. All papers will be double-spaced, 12 pt font, 1” margins. The final paper is due the last day of class.

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Daily Syllabus

Week one

Mon.: Introduction

Wed.: Neo-realism
           La terra trema

          Duggan  240-255.

Fri:     La terra trema
           Bazin 9-18.

           Mast: 41-19.

Week two

Mon.:  Socially-oriented cinema
           Riso Amaro
           Mast 19-28.

           Todorov: 1-12.

Wed:   Riso Amaro
          Todorov: 12-24.

Fri: Riso Amaro
          Todorov: 24-39.

          Duggan 255-261.

Week three

Mon:  Political cinema

          Clips: Salvatore Giuliano, Il giorno della civetta
          Duggan 261-269.

Wed: Indagine su un cittadino
          Duggan 269- 274.

          Ginsborg 404-419.

Fri: Indagine su un cittadino
Week four

Mon: Indagine su un cittadino
         Ginsborg 365-368.  

Wed: Mafia and Politics
        Clips: Il giorno della civetta
         Ginsborg 368-377

         Take home exam due

Fri: Cadaveri eccellenti
         Ginsborg 478-462.

         Todorov 156-171.

Week five

Mon: Cadaveri eccellenti
Wed:   Mid-Term

Fri:  Students Protests: ‘68-‘77.

        Clips: Il ‘68 e gli anni di piombo
         Duggan 284-286.

 Week 6   

Mon:   Political cinema in the late 70s 

          Clips: Bellocchio, Bertolucci, Petri.

            Bondanella 318-332.

Wed: Il caso Moro
          Bondanella 332-346.

Fri: Il caso Moro
       Ginsborg: 485-490.

Week 7

Mon: Il caso Moro
         Ginsborg: 511-516.

Wed: Il caso Moro
        Ginsborg: 516-521.

Fri: Italian Politics in the 80’s
       Clips: Il portaborse.

Week 8

Mon: “Mani pulite” the end of the first Republic
         Clips: Il portaborse

          Ginsborg 501-504.

Wed: Italy in the 90s: the question of Immigration.

          The return of neo-realism and political cinema

          L’America

          Bondanella 251-254.

Fri; L’America

       Mast; 287-301

Week 9

Mon: L’America

         Ginsborg 121-128.

          Final paper proposal due for graduate students.

Wed: L’America
          Mast: 301-322

Fri: L’America

       Mast: 322-335

Week 10

Mon: Contemporary political cinema
           Clips: Moretti, Bellocchio, Amelio.

Wed: The question of Genre
          Mast 428 442.

Fri: Final remarks.

French/Italian Evaluation of written work
    Name ___________________ grade ____

Content 

	A
	Significant, interesting, well conceived, appropriate to assignments, stays on task.  Rich in specific details and examples.

	B
	Generally good work, but some facts or arguments may be unsupported, or some repetitions or clichés may be apparent.

	C
	Only adequate development of content and arguments, shows occasional carelessness.

	D
	Inadequately or insufficiently developed.  No effort to make content significant to the topic at hand. Reader may be unsure of writer’s message.

	E       
	Wildly inappropriate or incoherent content.


Grammar

	A
	Good use of grammar, successful effort to use new forms and structures.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension.

	C
	Grammar communicates adequately, but limited in range; frequent errors.

	D
	Meaning often confused; errors very frequent and significant; needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Vocabulary

	A
	Good use of vocabulary, successful effort to use new forms and idioms.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension, but at times poorly calqued from English.

	C
	Limited range of vocabulary, frequent errors and calques from English, or poor dictionary work.

	D
	Very limited vocabulary, meaning often confused; errors very frequent, needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Style and Organization

	A
	Well-organized paragraphs and use of topic and summary sentences, convincing, easy to follow, highly readable.

	B
	Good evidence of structuring of paragraphs, with some unwieldy patterns.

	C
	Some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, or summary sequences.  Difficult to read.

	D
	Style is awkward, lack of organization undermines intelligibility, hard to follow.

	E       
	No evidence of planning in paragraph or sentence structure.


Typographic Accuracy

	A
	Good attention to details

	B
	Spelling, punctuation errors do not impede comprehension

	C
	Frequent errors in spelling and/or punctuation errors: use Spellcheck!

	D
	Unacceptably sloppy; accents not typed; use Spellcheck!

	E       
	Not intelligible.


Suggestions for next time:

 French/Italian Evaluation of oral work       Name:________________   Grade:______

Amount of language used 
     A   
Student communicates significantly more than required to fulfill the task.

     B   
Student communicates more than required to fulfill the task.

     C   
Student communicates an adequate amount to fulfill the task.

     D   
Student communicates, but amount is less than adequate.

     F   
There is not enough speech to evaluate.

Fluency/Fluidity 
     A   
Speech is smooth and flowing.  No hesitation or rephrasing.

     B   
Speech is smooth for the most part.  Occasional hesitancy.  Some rephrasing.

     C   
Speech is generally hesitant and often choppy.

     D   
Speech is extremely hesitant and choppy.  Frequent pauses and/or unfinished 

            phrases.

     F   
Speech is limited to isolated words or short phrases.  No fluidity whatsoever.

Pronunciation 
     A    No or very little mispronunciation that interferes with comprehension.

     B    Mispronunciation rarely results in misunderstanding.

     C    Several mispronunciations resulting in some confusion and 




misunderstanding.

     D   
Frequent mispronunciation resulting in consistent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Mispronunciation makes comprehension impossible.

Vocabulary 

     A   
Student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriately.

     B   
Student uses a fairly wide range of vocabulary, most of which is used 

            appropriately.

     C   
Student uses an adequate range of vocabulary, but sometimes 



inappropriately.

     D   
Student uses a very limited range of vocabulary and often inappropriately.

     F   
Student shows no command of vocabulary.

Grammar 

     A   
No or few grammatical errors.

     B   
Some grammatical errors that do not result in misunderstanding.

     C   
Several grammatical errors resulting in occasional misunderstanding.

     D   
Many grammatical errors resulting in frequent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Grammatical errors so frequent that communication is totally impeded.

Prepared role play/skits

     A   
Exchange is very well connected and clear with no hesitations.

     B   
Exchange is well connected with very few hesitations.

     C   
Exchange is somewhat choppy due to misunderstandings between 



participants.

     D   
Exchange is unconnected and extremely choppy due to misunderstandings 

between participants.

     F   
Student is unable to maintain her/his end of dialogue.  Totally unconnected.

Prepared Presentation
     A   
Presentation is well organized and content is covered in depth with elaboration 

            and detail.

     B   
Presentation is fairly well organized and content is covered in sufficient depth.

     C   
Presentation is somewhat organized and content is mostly covered adequately.

     D   
Presentation lacks organization and does not cover many significant aspects of


the topic.
     F   
Presentation is disorganized and misses most significant aspects of the topic.
